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Abstract
　Nowadays the problem of economic inequality is gaining attention in various 
dimensions. On the one hand, domestic inequality is stressed ; for instance Piketty, 
T. (2014) Capital in the Twenty-First Century , is famous in developed countries. 
On the other hand, the international economic disparity is still problematic from a 
global dimension. In this article, I deal with the latter from the view points of world 
history, Japanese history, political economy, geography, and sociology. Above all I 
pick up Watsuji (1933) The Climate , which took a unique approach to the properties 
of various areas in the world, which in part is still valid. And I distinguish free 
trade in the past from the present. The former was accompanied with foreign force, 
therefore I call it “overt fist”, and the latter is carried on under the pressure of 
international institutions, for instance the IMF and the IBRD, hence I call it “invisible 
fist”.  Historically, we focus on the Age of Discovery and the Industrial Revolution, 
because we tend to regard them as the origins of economic inequality between 
North and South. However I conclude that the disparity originates from both 
exogenous and endogenous factors. 
Key words
　Economic Inequality,  North and South, Climate,  the Age of Discovery, the 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Acemoglu,D. & J.A.Robinson (2012) Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, And 
Poverty,  New York: Crown Business［アセモグル，ダロン／ロビンソン，ジェームズ，Ａ．(2013)『国
家はなぜ衰退するのか―権力・繁栄・貧困の起源―』上下，鬼澤忍訳，早川書房］
Amsden,A.H. (2001) The Rise of “the Rest”: Challenges To the West From Late-Industrializing 
Economies,  New York: Oxford University Press.
Chang,Ha-joon (2007) Bad Samaritans: The Guilty Secrets of Rich Nations & the Threat to 
Global Prosperity,  London: Random House Business Book.
Lewis,W.A. (1954)“Economic development with unlimited supply of labor”, Manchester School 
of Economic and Social Studies, 22:…139―191.
―…(1955) The Theory of Economic Growth,  London: Allen and Unwin.
Piketty,T (2014) Capital in the Twenty-First Century,  Translated by A. Goldhammer, Cambridge, 
南北間格差の源泉について 33
MA: Belknap Press.  [トマ・ピケティ（2014）『21世紀の資本』山形浩生他訳，…みすず書房〕
Prebisch,R.(1950) The Economic Development of Latin America and Its Principal Problems,  New 
York: United Nations.
Williamson,Jeffrey,G.(2006) Globalization And the Poor Periphery Before 1950,  Cambridge, MA.. 
and London: MIT Press.
―… (2011) Trade And Poverty: When the Third World Fell Behind,  Cambridge, MA.. and 
London: MIT Press.
Will iamson, John (1990) “What Washington means by policy reform”, in Will iamson,ed. , 
Latin American Adjustment: How Much Has Happened ? , Washington, DC.: Institute for 
International Economics.
宮　川　典　之34
